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November 6, 2020 

 

Good afternoon FAHS Families; 

 

I are reaching out to you this evening to provide some updates related to COVID-19 and high school instruction.  As we are all 

aware the case counts in Berks County continue to increase which has led to the county being placed in the “substantial” category.  

Based on this escalation, the return of all the students to face-to-face instruction at the present time is not one of the district’s 

options.  This is further compounded for our district due to our physical class sizes and number of students that prevents us from 

bringing all of the students back while maintaining the social distancing recommendation of six feet.   

 

Knowing that our high school students will be continuing in the hybrid model for the foreseeable future, we have been working to 

develop a plan to improve our instructional model.  Starting Monday, December 14th all of our students will be expected to engage 

in live instruction four (4) days per week. The revised hybrid model will include students attending face-to-face instruction on their 

regularly scheduled days, and students who would have been completing asynchronous work at home will now zoom in for live 

instruction. This model provides students with the opportunity to connect with their teachers four (4) days per week.  To help with 

the transition and to continue to work out the challenges each teacher will start introducing the Zoom courses on December 1st to 

some of their classes with the understanding that all classes will meet the new requirement starting December 14 th.    

 

To accomplish this, we are equipping all of our classrooms with cameras and microphones to allow students to Zoom into their 

classrooms on the days they are not scheduled for face-to-face instruction. 

 

Additionally, we are spending time with our staff to take the necessary measures to develop and introduce the new equipment that 

is needed for this change.  This change means that all students will be following their schedule on a Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday.  The only difference is two (2) days they will be doing it through Zoom from home, while the other two days they will 

be face-to-face.  These Zoom sessions are not optional and are required as part of the students compulsory education attendance 

requirements. 

 

At this time this change is for the high school only.  Additionally, our special education students that have been attending school 

four (4) days per week will attend school four (4) full days per week.  Where possible those students will attend classes in person, 

however, in the event that a class is too crowded the student would simply Zoom into their class from another location within the 

building.  We do not expect this on a wide scale, but want to make everyone aware in case of the need. 

 

This change is being done to try to provide additional support and instructional opportunities for our students.  As such, we must all 

recognize that there will be challenges as we all learn how to do this together.  Please be patience and understand that our teachers 

are trying their best to meet this new requirement to better serve your child(ren). 

 

If you experience technical issues please reach out to our I.T. department by calling 1.833.353.3893. 

 

Additional information including what a typical day will include and information about the schedule will be coming from Mr. 

Herman on Monday evening. 

 

As always, I would like to thank you for your help and understanding during this difficult time. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Greg M. Miller, Ed.D 

Superintendent 


